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50 FRAGMENTS OF SCIENCE 

ply dishonest to affirm that it is such issues that are 
always in view. Here, for the present, I must end. I 
ask no space to reply to those railers who make such free 
use of the terms insolence, outrage, profanity, and blas- 
phemy. They obviously lack the sobriety of mind nec- 
essary to give accuracy to their statements, or to render 
their charges worthy of serious refutation. 



MATTER AND FORCE 81 

nre in these islands his debtor — well, I say, might your 
noble old Carlyle scornfully retort on such interpreters of 
the ways of God to men: 

The Builder of this universe was wise, 
He formed all souls, all systems, planets, partides; 

The plan he formed his worlds and JSons bj, 
Was — HeayensI — was thy small nine-and-thirtj arftiolMt 
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vestigator finds luiiiBelf oyershadowed bj the 
Breakiiig contact with the hampering detaila ct earthy it 
aflflociates him with a Power which girea folneaa and tcme 
to his existence, but which he can nailiMr analyae nor 
comprehend* 



SCIENCE AND MAN 391 

forces the genesis and development of man's moral nature. 
If they succeed in their search — and I think they are sure 
to succeed — social duty will be raised to a higher level of 
significance and the deepening sense of social duty will, it 
is to be hoped, lessen, if not obliterate, the strifes and 
heartburnings which now beset and disfigure our social 
life. Toward this great end it behooves us one and all 
to work; and devoutly wishing its consummation, I have 
the honor, ladies and gentlemen, to bid you a friendly 
farewell 
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gentially ideal. Faraday lived in this ideal world. Nearly 
half a century ago, when he first obtained a spark from 
the magnet, an Oxford don expressed regret that such a 
discovery should have been made, as it placed a new and 
facile implement in the hands of the incendiary. To re- 
gret, a Comtist hierarchy would have probably added 
repression, sending Faraday back to his bookbinder's 
bench as a more dignified and practical sphere of action 
than peddling with a magnet. And yet it is Faraday's 
spark which now shines upon our coasts, and promises to 
illuminate our streets, halls, quays, squares, warehouses, 
and, perhaps at no distant day, our homes. 
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